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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN
SOUTHERN DIVISION

USAMA JAMIL HAMAMA, et al.,

Petitioners/Plaintiffs, Case No. 2:17-cv-11910

Hon. Mark A. Goldsmith
Mag. David R. Grand

REBECCA ADDUCC(I, et al., Class Action

Respondents/Defendants.

DECLARATION OF EDGAR LOPEZ

I, Edgar Lopez, make this declaration based upon my own personal knowledge.
I am over 18 and competent to make this declaration:

1. Iam a Legalization Specialist with Cogency Global, a company that provides
authentication, legalization, and apostille services to assist in authenticating
documents such as birth certificates, court judgments, policy statements, and
patent registrations for use in countries other than their issuing country.

2. As a Legalization Specialist, I frequently present documents to foreign
diplomats or consular officials at many foreign embassies or consulates for
certification that the document is valid.

3. On June 28, 2018, I presented a document—the last two pages of this
Declaration’s Exhibit—to a consular official at the Iraqi Embassy in
Washington, D.C. The pages are in Arabic. This consular official’s duties
include document authentication; I have met with him many times for this

purpose.

4. The consular official explained that these two pages are an official document
issued by the Government of Iraq, and that the individual whose name appears
on the letter that appears on the first of the two pages does in fact work in the
Consular Department at the Iraqi Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He did not



Case 2:17-cv-11910-MAG-DRG ECF No. 473-67 filed 11/01/18 PagelD.13444 Page 3 of
11

express any doubts about the document’s authenticity. However, he said, he
could not authenticate it because the Iraqi Consulate does not authenticate
documents from Iraq. (Rather, what they do is authenticate documents to be
used in Iraq.)

5. In a further attempt to obtain authentication, Petitioners’ counsel in this
lawsuit then shared with me a certified and notarized translation of the two
pages. That certified and notarized translation is also part of this Declaration’s
Exhibit—it is the third to the sixth pages. Because the notarization on the
translation was from New York State, and used a New York State seal, I
submitted it to the New York Secretary of State for certification, which I
obtained. This authentication is the second page of the Exhibit.

6. Ithen took the certified translation and the underlying Iraqi document back to
the U.S. Department of State, which duly authenticated the seal of the State
of New York. See the first page of the Exhibit. However, the U.S. Department
of State’s authentication explains that “[f]or the contents of the annexed
document, the Department assumes no responsibility.” This Declaration’s
Exhibit is a copy of the full packet—the U.S. Department of State
authentication (page 1); the New York certification (page 2); the English
translation and certification (page 3-6), and the Arabic document (page 7-8).
(The Exhibit cannot be taken apart or the Department of State authentication
becomes void.)

7. After 1 got that authentication back, I spoke to several officials at the
Department of State; they again explained that they cannot authenticate
documents like the underlying Iraqi document—they can only authenticate
the New York State notarization/N.Y. Secretary of State certification.

I declare under penalty of perjury, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, that the
foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on August 15, 2018, in Washington, DC.
d Az

Edga‘r/LOpez b
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