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MICHIGAN’S REGISTRY:  KNOW THE FACTS 
 

Mich iga n  h a s  on e  o f t h e  la rge s t  r e gis t r ie s  in  t h e  cou n t ry. 

The re  are  ove r 45,000 people  on  Mich igan’s registry—m ore  people  than  live  in  
Muskegon  or Moun t Pleasant. Of those , 80% (ove r 35,000) live  in  the  com m unity, 
and  20% (a lm ost 9,000) a re  incarce rated .1 Mich igan’s registry is reported ly the  
fourth  largest in  the  country.2 

Th e re  is  n o  in d ivid u a l r e vie w  b e fore  a  p e r son  m u st  re gis t e r . 

Registration  is au tom atic. Judges can’t look a t ind ividua l circum stances, like  whether 
the  pe rson  has a  d isability or whe the r the  offense  involved  a  re lationship  with  an  
unde rage  teen .3 

Th e  va s t  m a jor it y o f p e op le  on  t h e  r e gis t ry w ill n e ve r  b e  con vict e d  
o f a n o t h e r  se xu a l o ffe n se . 

Expe rts who ana lyzed  Mich igan’s registry found that 93% to 95% of people  be ing put 
on  the  registry today will not be  convicted  of anothe r registrab le  offense .4 

Fe w  re gis t r a n t s  w e re  con vict e d  o f t h e  m ost  se r iou s  o ffe n se s . 

People  m ust registe r for a  wide  range  of offenses, from  rape  to  sex with  an  unde r-
age  partne r. 84% of registran ts in  the  com m unity were  convicted  of an  offense  
o the r than  crim ina l sexual conduct in  the  first degree  (the  m ost se rious crim e).5 

Re gis t r a t ion  is  p oin t le ss  fo r  a b ou t  h a lf o f a ll r e gis t ra n t s  livin g in  
t h e  com m u n it y be ca u se  t h e y a re  ju s t  a s  sa fe  a s  t h e  a ve ra ge  m a n . 

Expe rts who ana lyzed  Mich igan’s registry found that of the  approxim ate ly 35,000 
registran ts living in  the  com m unity, 17,000-19,000 people—abou t ha lf—are  no  m ore  
like ly to  be  convicted  of a  sexual offense  than  m en  in  the  gene ra l popu la tion .6   
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Th ou sa n d s  o f r e gis t r a n t s  h a ve  live d  sa fe ly in  t h e  com m u n it y fo r  
ye a r s . 

The  chart be low shows that how m any Mich igan  registran ts have  been  living safe ly 
in  the  com m unity and  for how long.7 

 

Life t im e  r e gis t ra t ion  is  p o in t le ss  be ca u se  r e gis t r a n t s  w h o  h a ve  
live d  in  t h e  com m u n it y fo r  15 ye a r s  w it h ou t  a  n e w  con vict ion  a re  
ju s t  a s  sa fe  a s  t h e  a ve ra ge  m a n . 

The  longer people  live  in  the  com m unity withou t recid iva ting, the  le ss like ly they a re  
to  be  convicted  of a  new offense .  Afte r 15 years, the ir ra te  is  sim ila r to  that of m ale s 
in  the  gene ra l popu lation .8 

Alm ost  t h re e -q u a r t e r s  o f r e gis t r a n t s  a r e  on  fo r  life . 

73% of registran ts m ust registe r for life , 20% for 25 years, and  7% for 15 years.9
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Th e  r e gis t ry’s  t ie r  le ve ls  a re  in ve r se ly cor re la t e d  t o  r isk . 

The  registry d ivides people  in to  tie rs based  on  the ir convictions. But when  
registran ts are  asse ssed  for risk, those  in  Tier III (life tim e  registran ts) are  lower risk 
than  those  in  Tie r II (25-year registran ts), who are  lower risk than  those  in  Tie r I (15-
year registran ts).10  

Th e  r e gis t ry d oe s n o t  d e cre a se , a n d  m a y in cre a se , se xu a l 
o ffe n d in g in  Mich iga n . 

Expe rts agree , and  dozens of studies have  shown, tha t registrie s do  not reduce  
recid ivism . In  fact, the  re search  suggests that registrie s m ay increase sexual crim e, 
like ly because  registrie s m ake  it harde r for people  to  find  em ploym en t and  housing, 
wh ich  a re  key to  successfu l reentry in to socie ty.11 

Alm ost  17,000 p e op le  h a d  t h e ir  r e gis t r a t ion  t e rm s r e t roa ct ive ly 
e xt e n d e d  t o  life . 

Mich igan  has m ade  its  registry law harsher over tim e . As a  re su lt of changes in  2011, 
m ore  than  1/3 of a ll registran ts (a lm ost 17,000 people ) had  the ir registra tion  te rm s 
re troactive ly increased  to  life  (rather than  25 years), without any individua l review.12 

For  m ost  r e gis t r a n t s , t h e re  is  n o  wa y t o  ge t  o ff t h e  r e gis t ry e xce p t  
t o  d ie . 

With  very few exceptions, people  cannot pe tition  to  be  rem oved from  the  registry, 
even  if they have  lived  productive , crim e-free  lives for decades.13 

Th e re  a re  t h ou sa n d s  o f ch ild re n  on  Mich iga n ’s  r e gis t ry, t h ou gh  
ch ild re n  a lm ost  n e ve r  r e offe n d . 

Five  pe rcent of registran ts (over 2,000 people ) a re  registe red  for offenses 
com m itted  as ch ildren . 99% of ch ild  registran ts have  neve r been  convicted  of 
another sex offense .14 
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Pe op le  o f co lo r  a re  d isp rop or t ion a t e ly su b je ct  t o  r e gis t r a t ion . 

Blacks m ake  up  on  14.1% of Mich igan’s popu la tion , but 25% of registran ts.15 

A q u a r t e r  o f r e gis t r a n t s  a r e  ove r  60, m a k in g t h e m  u n like ly t o  
r e offe n d . 

As people  age , the  chance  that they will com m it a  sexual offense  goes down. The  
recid ivism  ra te  of people  over 60 is 3-4%. A quarte r of Mich igan’s registran ts (ove r 
11,000 people ) are  ove r 60, and  7% of registran ts (over 3,300 people ) are  ove r 70.16 

Hu n d re d s  o f r e gis t r a n t s  n e ve r  com m it t e d  a  se xu a l o ffe n se . 

Mich igan’s law requ ire s som e  people  to  registe r as sex offende rs even  though  they 
never com m itted  a  sex offense .17 Around 300 people  were  on  the  sex offende r 
registry for offenses that a re  not sexual offenses,18 bu t som e  will com e  off unde r a  
recen t court decisions tha t such  registration  is unconstitu tiona l.19 

Pe op le  on  t h e  r e gis t ry h a ve  d ifficu lt y fin d in g w ork . 

45% of registran ts living in  the  com m unity reported  no  current em ploym ent in  
January 2023, a  tim e  when  Mich igan’s unem ploym en t rate  was 4.3%.20 

Pe op le  on  t h e  r e gis t ry a re  o ft e n  h om e le ss . 

12% of registran ts who have  been  living in  the  com m unity for a t le ast ten  years 
reported  having been  hom eless. Th is does not include  those  living in  a  she lte r.21 

Th e  va s t  m a jor it y o f se xu a l cr im e s  a re  com m it t e d  by p e op le  w h o  
a re  n o t  on  t h e  r e gis t ry. 

90-95% of those  arre sted  for a  sexual crim e  are  people  who are  not on  a  registry.22 
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Th e  r e gis t ry cos t s  m illion s  t h a t  cou ld  b e  u se d  fo r  p rogra m s t h a t  
a r e  e ffe ct ive  in  p re ve n t in g se xu a l cr im e s . 

Although  no  com prehensive  study has been  done , the  annual cost of Mich igan’s 
registry is a t le ast $10 m illion  and  cou ld  be  as h igh  as $17 m illion . Th is does not 
include  the  cost to  loca l police—like ly m illions m ore—who are  re sponsib le  for 
registration .23 There  a re  program s that, un like  the  registry, are  e ffective  in  
preventing sexual offending, and  that a re  sore ly in  need  of adequate  funding. 

Th e  Cou r t s  h a ve  r e p e a t e d ly h e ld  t h a t  Mich iga n ’s  r e gis t ry is  
u n con st it u t ion a l. 

The  Mich igan  Suprem e  Court, the  Sixth  Circu it Court of Appeals, and  the  U.S. District 
Court for the  Easte rn  District of Mich igan  have  a ll he ld  that Mich igan’s registry is 
unconstitu tiona l.24 

A w orkgrou p  of s t a ke h o ld e r s  p u t  t oge t h e r  p rop osa ls  fo r  com m on  
se n se  r e fo rm s, b u t  t h e  le gis la t u re  in  2020 p a sse d  a  la w  t h a t  
r e p e a t s  t h e  sa m e  p rob le m s a s  t h e  p r io r  la w . 

After the  Sixth  Circu it he ld  tha t Mich igan’s registry is unconstitu tiona l, a  work group 
of stakeholde rs—including prosecutors, the  Mich igan  State  Police , and advocates 
for survivors—m et for about a  year and  ha lf to  deve lop  re form  legisla tion . The  
group looked at individua l review, shorte r registration  te rm s, pa ths off the  registry 
for rehabilita ted  people , reduction  in  the  num ber of registrab le  offenses, 
sim plifica tion  of reporting, ending registration  of ch ildren , and  provisions for people  
with  d isabilities. Instead of adopting these  proposa ls, in  2020 the  legisla ture  passed  
a  law that is  very sim ilar to  the  o ld  law, and  still im poses registra tion  withou t 
individua l review—in  m ost cases for life—on  thousands of people  who are  ju st as 
sa fe  as the  average  m an .25  
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https://www.safehome.org/data/registered-sex-offender-stats/

	Michigan has one of the largest registries in the country.
	There is no individual review before a person must register.
	The vast majority of people on the registry will never be convicted of another sexual offense.
	Few registrants were convicted of the most serious offenses.
	Registration is pointless for about half of all registrants living in the community because they are just as safe as the average man.
	Thousands of registrants have lived safely in the community for years.
	Lifetime registration is pointless because registrants who have lived in the community for 15 years without a new conviction are just as safe as the average man.
	Almost three-quarters of registrants are on for life.
	The registry’s tier levels are inversely correlated to risk.
	The registry does not decrease, and may increase, sexual offending in Michigan.
	Almost 17,000 people had their registration terms retroactively extended to life.
	For most registrants, there is no way to get off the registry except to die.
	There are thousands of children on Michigan’s registry, though children almost never reoffend.
	People of color are disproportionately subject to registration.
	A quarter of registrants are over 60, making them unlikely to reoffend.
	Hundreds of registrants never committed a sexual offense.
	People on the registry have difficulty finding work.
	People on the registry are often homeless.
	The vast majority of sexual crimes are committed by people who are not on the registry.
	The registry costs millions that could be used for programs that are effective in preventing sexual crimes.
	The Courts have repeatedly held that Michigan’s registry is unconstitutional.
	A workgroup of stakeholders put together proposals for common sense reforms, but the legislature in 2020 passed a law that repeats the same problems as the prior law.

